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June 10 1978

Dr. Joshua Lederberg
Department of Genetics
Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305

Dear Professor Lederberg:

I would appreciate your assistance. I am writing a
book on air pollution and would like to receive permission
to quote one of your statements. Unfortunately, the quota-
tion is contained in a congressional document and the
original source is not indicated. Would it be possible for
you to tell me the source and copyright holder for the fol-
lowing statement:

A level of risk that approaches the intolerable,
once we are well aware of it, may be impossible
to verify by direct measurement of disease dif-
fused throughout the population. In exceptional
circumstances, an effect like the peculiar mal-
formations induced by thalidomide comes to the
surface, and then achieves a visibility and noto~
riety all out of proportion to other agents. If
the malformation induced by thalidomide were a
mental retardation of ten percent of the I.Q. in-
stead of a highly characteristic and unusual de-
- formation of the limbs, in an equal number of
subjects, we would be unaware of it to this day.
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If the statement is not copyrighted, I will promptly
forward a formal permission request for your approval.

Sincerely,

[2choned Tl z

. Richard Tobin

Ctﬁ*} Assistan rofessor

(O S

Plezse Note new sddress
effectivs Sept. 1, 1a78

Dr. 1. Ledesberg | President |
Packefeller University

Hew York, N.Y. 106021

AMPUS BUFFALO,NY 14261 TEL. (716) 636-2251



